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Company name 
Cita Production

Activity 
Cita Production is a 

mechanised-welding 
company that specialises 

in support structures. It 
works directly with key 

players in the nuclear 
piping industry, whose 

key clients include Areva 
and EDF

Sales turnover 
6 million euros

Workforce
60 

OUR CLIENT
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Cita Production, a 
mechanised-welding 
com p a ny  t h a t 

specialises in the nuclear 
industry, has created a new 
development opportunity by 
working on an unusual project: 
a rotating wind turbine that is 
capable of harnessing any type 
of air movement. In July 2007 
Jean-Claude Bois, an inventor, 
presented his project to Cita 
Production, where Jean-
Claude Piot, former head 
of the company, was won 
over. However, the variable 
rotating speed of the wind 
turbine, which can turn with 
winds from 10 to 100 km/h, 
made it difficult to design a 
generator that would supply 
a regular current. An official 
from Autoroutes Paris-Rhin-
Rhône (APRR, Paris-Rhine-
Rhône Motorways) who 
was aware of the research 
immediately understood that 
the wind turbine could be of 
interest to his company. In 
addition to enhancing the 
“environmental” image of the 
brand, the wind turbine can 
serve as a source of electricity 
for items of equipment – such 
as cameras and metering 

stations – that are installed 
alongside motorways. What is 
more, the wind turbine uses 
not only natural wind but also 
the air current generated by 
passing trucks.

Developing reliable 
calculations
A partnership was set up at 
the beginning of 2010 with 
APRR. Cetim was appointed 
by Cita Production to employ 
its skills in calculating and 
dimensioning machines to 
optimise the design and make 
the wind turbine reliable by 
using calculations based on 
the rules of wind behaviour.
By April 2011 an efficient 
generator had been developed 
and the real commercialisation 
of the product could begin. 
Indeed, for APRR alone the 
potential market exceeds 

twenty machines and the new 
innovation also seems to be 
interesting other businesses.

A new 
company
A new assembly workshop was 
built and, on the financial side, 
a new company has now taken 
its place on the renewable 
energies market as a whole.
“We are very interested 
in investors coming to the 
new business so that we can 
enhance our ability to invest in 
and develop a market that is 
already looking very promising”, 
explains Natacha Piot, manager 
of Cita Production.

Cita Production has used an original 
idea to launch itself into the production 
of a small turbine that can be activated 
by the wind made by trucks passing on 
the motorway. This new area of business 
now offers the company an unheralded 
opportunity for development.

Cita Production

“Recycling” the wind
made by passing trucks

Sustainable development
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Cetim' asset
Thanks to its calculating and dimensioning skills, 

Cetim offers technical solutions that are 
adapted to the constraints of setting up 
and integrating machinery and equipment 
into their environment.


