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Iris, laboratory specialised in natural plant-based cosmetology 
and phytotherapy selected the "Tubairless" system, 
co-developed by Pumpart System and Cetim, to package a 
range of mass-market products. An innovation which will lead 
to other ones…

Iris which was created 
in 2003 by Rodolphe 
Balz and is located in la 

Drôme is dedicated to natural 
product-based cosmetology. 
This laboratory develops raw 
materials for other companies 
and mass-market finished 
products. "These "organic" 
products are of a high quality for 
health and the environment but 
require careful storage explains 
Rodolphe Balz. We therefore 
require a reliable package to 
preserve their natural nature. 
The "airless" systems in which a 
vacuum is created as the content 
is used offers a satisfactory but 
highly complex principle." 

Without loosing  
a drop
For its part Pumpart System 
developed a revolutionary 
packaging concept with Cetim's 
support called "Tubairless". 
Vacuum is very simply created 
in this original package through 
the action of a valve: a rigid 
tube closes a flexible pocket 
which contains the product. 
As the product is used, the 
outer atmosphere penetrates 
the tube through the valve and 
flattens the pocket. Therefore, 
the product is accessible up 
to the last drop while being 
fully protected from the 
atmosphere when the tube is 

closed. "Tubairless" costs more 
than traditional tubes however 
it is markedly less expensive 
than other "airless" packages 
given its simplicity and the 
reduced consumption of raw 
materials. 

Plant packaging
"Ideally, added Rodolphe Balz, 
we would like to use plant-
originated polymers for our 
packages." However, certain 
technical characteristics 
still need to be improved in 
particular the mechanical 
resistance and chemical inertia. 
Iris is contemplating the use of 
a traditional polyethylene for a 
more reliable progress. "When 
this technique is validated, 
concluded Rodolphe Balz, we 
will switch to a plant-originated 
plastic in partnership with 
Pumpart System and a company 
that is already working on this 
material."

Pumpart System

Co-development 
transformed at Iris

Tube packaging

Corporate name  
Pumpart System

Activity 
Design and 
manufacturing of pump-
free "airless" tubes

Workforce 
4 people
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Cetim's 
asset
Cetim supports the 

development 
of innovative 
projects by 
providing its 
know-how in 
management, 
its technical 

skills and by 
giving access to its 
network. It is paid 
through royalties 
on the sales of the 
products developed.
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